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NOAA PORTS®
Physical Oceanographic Real-Time System
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WHY PUT CURRENT METERS ON ATONS ?

Maritime community
requires current
iInformation within
navigation channels

ADCP placement until now was limited by
cable length and staying out of channel S
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Package weighs ~ 200 Ibs
Deployable from small boat
Data to shore via spread-spectrum radio
~ 6 months of battery operation
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THE CLAMPARATUS
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COMPASS
CALIBRATION IN
THE FIELD
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PORTS® Locations
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REAL -TIME DISSEMINATION

www.tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov
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CHALLENGES
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At 7:38 a.m. May 9, 1980, during a blinding spring  squall, the freighter
Summit Venture rammed into the Sunshine Skyway and knocked out a
1,200-foot length of the bridge across the mouth of Tampa Bay. Thirty five
people -- most of them in a Greyhound Bus -- plunged 150 feet to their
deaths.
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THE "A" —TON TEAM
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Ocean Systems Test and Evaluation Program

Center for Operational Oceanographic Products & Sevices
NOAA's Ocean Service
www.tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

USCG 5t District ATON Group

Maryland Port Administration

Nortek USA and Oceanscience

Field Crew from the CO-OPS Field Office

Fugro GEOS — Freeport LNG

Old Dominion University

Virginia Port Authority / US Navy .

NOAA’'s CENTER for OPERATIONAL OCEANOGRAPHIC PRODUCTS and SERVICES (*




